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SUPER SAFARI

This trip had been planned since early 1971. I had invited brothers Link and Rik
along. I had also invited Stan Needham, Bob Owen, and a few other traveling
friends. ‘

I bid my vacation in late 1971 for my 1972 vacation. I was approved for the last
three weeks in December, 1972. Then in late 1972 I was approved for the first
three weeks of January, 1973. At this time my annual vacation was three weeks
but by sandwiching the time of the trip at the end of the year and start of another
year, I was able to get six consecutive weeks off.

The idea was to purchase Eurail passes for a 30 day period which allowed for
unlimited first class rail travel in Europe. We would carry everything in a
backpack for convenience and mobility.

The Summer of 1972 I worked in Jackson Hole. During that time Bob Owen got
married to Arlene and dropped out of the trip. Stan had mnever been keen on
backpacking and told me he wasn't going either. Link was in California and had
other things going on and wasn't interested. Rik had said all along he was saving
up money and intended to go. Of all the invitees I considered him the long shot.
He came thru tho and we made the trip - just the two of us.

My life had gotten more complicated during the planning stage. In the Spring of
1972 I was living in a mobile home at Western Hills with Peggy Yoder who was the
Avis Rent-A-Car manager at the airport. We'd been lovers all Winter. However,
that Spring I met Lisa Causey, a blonde college student, who had started working
at National Rent-A-Car. I was very attracted to her and we had a few dates in May
before I left for Jackson Hole.

I told Peggy before I left that I didn't intend to live with her when [ returned
from Jackson Hole and that she should look for another roommate. Frankly, I was
tired of the drug scene she was so involved in. She was a very nice person and I
liked her but it was time to move on. Plus, I was thinking about Lisa for the
future.

Not long after arriving at Jackson Hole in late May I got a "Dear John" sort of
letter from Lisa saying she was trying to get over another relationship and wanted
to get her life sorted out before getting involved. She wanted to concentrate on
finishing up her last year of work at the University.

When I returned to Fayetteville in early September, Peggy had a small house
rented not far from campus. She had a girl friend living with her. I visited her
some while trying to get the fire started with Lisa. Peggy's girl friend walked in on
us once while we were making love and making quite a bit of noise. She handled it
real well. I rented a pink trailer from a retired army sergeant. It was just across
the street on South School Street from the Grandview Apartments. It was
convenient to work. Iromically it was at that section of South School that I had
my bad car wreck in 1966.

The affair with Lisa ignited on October 23rd, 1972 when she called me at the
trailer and asked if she could come by. She came by from the airport about 4PM
while she was on her lunch break. We went straight to bed. It was a race to see
who could get the other's clothes off the fastest. We were very good together and
our affair quickly became mutually exclusive. We began to make plans to get a
place near the campus when I returned from my long planned Super Safari. Lisa's
"Russian Drinking Society" name became Sunni Honeytungski.

So the stage was set for Rik's and my departure in early December. I kept a
journal of the trip. It follows.

Upon our return we found six inches of snow on the ground. We had to dig Rik's
MG out of a snowbank and do conmsiderable clearing to get into my little pink
rented trailer. Rik stayed a few days, got the MG running, and returned to Hot
Springs. I gave the old top sergeant notice that I was giving up renting his trailer.
Lisa and I rented a small cottage near the campus on Gray Street where we lived
until I bought Roosterpoot about 7 months later. (9/8/99)
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